
PUBLIC INTEREST TEST – CHECKLIST
Schedule 12A Local Government Act 1972

Decision:  The City Mayor asked to 
approve the appointment of a preferred 
Private Sector Partner to deliver the 
Salford Crescent and University District 
Masterplan, following a rigorous 
procurement exercise through a 
Competitive Dialogue procedure, and 
the outcome of the evaluation of 
submitted final tenders.

Committee:  City Mayor Property & 
Regeneration Briefing

Date:  24 February 2020

Category of exemption applied: Paragraph 3

Public Interest Test Questionnaire
This is not a definitive list. However, it does provide a series of questions that you 
should ask yourself when recommending confidentiality.

FACTORS WHICH SUPPORT DISCLOSING INFORMATION
Will disclosure help people to understand and participate in 
public debate about current issues?

No

Will disclosure help people to understand why the Council has taken 
certain decisions? 

Yes

Will disclosure give the public information about the personal 
probity (or otherwise) of elected members or council staff?

No

Will disclosure encourage greater competition and better value for money 
for council taxpayers? 

No

Will disclosure allow individuals and companies to understand 
decisions made by the Council that have affected their lives? 

No

Is the information about factors that affect public health and public 
safety? (NB you should be careful if considering the release of 
information which might adversely affect public health and safety)  

No

Will disclosure reveal incompetent, illegal or unethical decision-
making or examples of malpractice?

No



Will disclosure reveal that such maladministration has not in fact 
occurred?

No

FACTORS WHICH SUPPORT WITHHOLDING INFORMATION
Will disclosure damage the Council’s interests without giving the 
public any useful information?

Yes

Will disclosure damage another organisation or person’s interests, 
without giving the public any useful information? 

Yes

Will disclosure give an unfair, prejudicial or inaccurate view of a 
situation?

No

Will disclosure prevent the effective delivery of services without giving 
the public useful information? 

No

Will disclosure put the health and safety of any group or 
individuals at risk? 

No

Is there a clear and coherent reason why the community in general 
would benefit more from information being withheld? 

 

Yes

Justification of decision

The report contains legal and financial information relating to both the Authority 
and the preferred bidder in relation to the contractual relationships regarding the 
delivery of the Salford Crescent and University District Masterplan. The 
Masterplan is a collaborative initiative between Salford City Council and the 
University of Salford, as such the appointment of the preferred bidder also 
requires approval by the latter and until such time this information needs to 
remain confidential so as not to prejudice that decision.

Name and Title: Dan Welsh, Principal Planning Officer 
Date: 13 February 2020


